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him and Ohlau, in fact, between him and Brandenburg.
He was entirely cut off from his communications and
forced to risk a battle.
On the morning of April 10,1741, Frederick advanced
against the Austrians as they lay encamped at Mollwitz.
Battle of All .through the day before the snow had fallen
a °riiWio2' heavily, and neither army had any very distinct
1741- ' idea of the other's whereabouts. Neippergwas
taken by surprise, and but for the extreme slowness with
which the Prussians manoeuvred would have been attacked
before he had time to form his troops in order of battle.
But at first the battle went all in his favour. The Prus-
sian cavalry was no match for the Austrian; it was routed
almost at the first onset, and, in spite of the king's efforts
to rally it, it fled in hopeless confusion. Then Field-
Marshal Schwerin, who commanded the Prussian in-
fantry, either thinking that the battle was irretrievably
lost, or wishing to be relieved from the responsibility of
the king's presence, implored him to retire from the
field. Frederick consented, and galloped off towards
Oppeln, where he expected to be able to cross the Oder.
In the meantime the steadfastness of the Prussian in-
fantry retrieved the day. Again and again the gallant
Romer led the Austrian cavalry to the charge, but no
impression could be made on those serried ranks. Then
was seen the advantage of the iron ramrods and of the
perfect discipline which had been impressed on the
Prussian troops by Frederick William and the Prince of
Dessau. The Prussians got five shots to two of the
enemy's, and fired as steadily as if they had been on the
parade-ground. The Austrians were unable to stand
against this murderous fire, and at seven o'clock, after
five hours' fighting, Neipperg gave the signal for retreat.
The battle of Mollwitz made a great sensation in
Europe. It had never been supposed that the untried

